The VA MISSION Act of 2018
The VA Mantaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside Networks (MISSION) Act

Streamlines VA's Community Care Programs

¢ Consochdates seven VA community care programs mto one streamhned program.

¢ Removes arbitrary 30-day/40-rule barners to veterans’ care i the community.

¢ Authonzes access to walk-in commumity chnies for enrolled veterans who have previously used VA
healthcare sermices i the last two vears.

¢ Removes bureaucratic red tape by authonzing local provider agreements to meet veterans’ needs for care in
the commumity.

¢ Creates standards for timely payment to commusuty care providers.

¢ Keeps the cost of commumity care in line with the cost of VA health care to ensure a veteran does not pay
mote for cutside care.

¢  Requres the VA to momnitor the program and report to Congress on the care provided to veterans.

¢ Requires the secretary to develop an education program to inform veterans and VA providers about
veterans’ health care options.

¢ Establishes a program to provide continung medical education credits for commusity care promiders on
treating veterans.

¢ Requres the VA to estabhish and submut to Congress a strategy to ensure all VA and communty care
programs ate operating efficiently and effectivelr based on a number of factors including veterans’
satisfaction and access gmdelines and quality standards, among others.

* Strengthens the process for VA and partnenng health care providers who prescribe opiosds to veterans.

¢ Ensures providers removed or suspended from VA practice do not treat veterans mn the commuruty.

*  DPromdes 35.2 billion for the Veterans Choice Fund.

Improves VA Healthcare Delivery
¢ Removes barners for VA healtheare professionals to practice telemedicine.
* Prowdes additional resources for hinng and retention of VA healtheare professionals.
¢ Strengthens peer-to-peer support for veterans undergome care for trauma or i rural areas.

¢  Establishes mobile deployment teams for underserved and rugal facilities to provide specialized and routine

health care.

¢ Allows VA to provide transplant procedures on a live donor.

o Allows the VA to modernize aszets and infrastroctore.

Expands Caregivers Program
¢  Expands ehgbibty for VA’s Caregiver Program to veterans of all generations.
¢ Require: VA to implement an mformation technology svstem to better support, assess and monitor the

progranl.



